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JOH N xiv. H. 


NH believe in God, belizve alſo in me. 


FI= YE HE Verſe, of which the Text 


is part, was ſpoken by the n 


[N= ys feſſed to believe in God the 
Ge = S2MI Father, and yet rejected him 

whom all true - Chriſtians be- 
lieve to have been ſent by the Father, to be the 
Meſſiah of the eros; the Saviour of the World, 


and the Eternal Son dy Nature of the n 


God. 


TA x Obſtinacy of the Jews was not to be 


controul'd by all the gracious Methods that 
the Wiſdom of God could uſe for their Con- 
viction. To them God had ſpoken by Maſes, 
and they believ'd in Moſes thro* his Miracles; 
yet would they not believe in Jeſus, tho' his 
Miracles far exceeded thoſe of Maſes both in 
Number and Power. 


Go p had prepar'd 2 People ce 


ming of a Meſſiah, by the Voice of all his Pro- 


| wig which had been ſince the World bens? 5: He 
| A + had 
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had given in different Times, and ſundry Man- 
ners, the ſeveral Parts and Features of him, 

thro* all which they might have diſcerned one 
Juſt and conſiſtent Likeneſs to the Character of 
the holy Jeſus ; yet when he did arrive, they 
would ſee no Beauty or Comeline/s in him, why he 
ſhould be deſired. They believed that God had 
ſpoken to Abrnham, that he had directed the 
Paths of their Anceſtors by a Cloud in the Day- 
time, and a Pillar of Fire by Night; that he 
had given them a Body of Laws, had honour'd 
the Tabernacle and the Temple with a peculiar 
Preſence: On theſe, and many other Commu- 
nications which God had made to his People, 
the Faith of [ae reſted. But when the ſame 


God of Jrael came down from Heaven, and 


tabernacled amongſt them in Fleſh and Blood, 
when they beheld: the Glory of God, not thro? 
a Cloud, or veil'd in Types and Figures, but 
Face to Face; and without the Terror of Ma- 
jeſty, condeſcending to an open Converſe with 
his People : When they ſaw the Preſence, the 
Aim, the Wiſdom, the Counſel, and the Power 
of God, repreſented in a moſt aſtoniſhing Se- 

ties of Wonders in the Perſon of Jeſus, and in- 

deed the: whole hidden Myſtery of his Provi- 
dence towards that People, unknown before to 


Men and Angels, unfolded in his Life, Death, 


and Reſurrection, yet would they not believe. 
Bu r the Caſe was, the Body of the Fews, 


* by their Rulers — had expected tem- 
poral 
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1 ) „ 
poral Power and Wealth from the Coming of 
the Meſſiah; and whatever Meſſiah brought 
not theſe, tis plain they were determined not 
to receive him. 

Tux rejected his Mindes, becauſe in 
thier Hearts they had firſt deſpiſed the Mean- 


_ neſs of his Appearance: They bated the Son, tho? 


other Reaſons were often pretended, yet the 
Truth was, becauſe they had not the Love of the 
A! in them. _ 

\ Havinc no Regard to true Religion, 


they would have no Regard to any Meſſiah that 


would not gratify the Paſſions of their corrupted 
Nature. Herein that Nation has furniſh'd us 
with an undeniable Evidence of the common 


Cauſe of Infidelity in the World; which is, that 


the ſtrongeſt Evidence for Moral Truth, or 


| Chriſtian Revelation, will not find Admiſſion 


into the Underſtandings of Men, when their 
Wills are indiſpoſed to receive and practiſe it. 
Men will wink hard, rather than fee a Truth 
they don't care to practiſe : And the Power of 
one favourite Paſſion, may beget in time a to- 
tal Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith. 

H a p the bleſſed Jeſus array'd himſelf in 
open Majeſty, and reſtored the Kingdom to 
Trael, doubtleſs he had engag'd the Rulers of 
Trael, and all the Body of that People cor- 


rupted by them, on his Side: But how dread» * 


ful might the Appearance -of ſuch a Meſſiah 


have been to us Gentiles ? Such an one-could have 


given 
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given no Proof to the reſt of Mankind, that he 
was to be the Saviour of the World : Our Be- 
lief in the known Perfections of the divine Na- 
ture, had abſolutely reſiſted our Belief in the 
Miſſion af ſuch a Saviour. On the other hand, 
if we believe as we ought to do, in the Holi- 
neſs, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God; 
if we have any Regard to Virtue or Truth, we 
cannot refuſe thankfully to embrace the holy 
Jeſus as the Meſſiah of the Fews, and the Sa- 
viour of the World. F we believe in God, wwe 
muſt believe in his Son Feſus. 

M y Deſign in this Diſcourſe, is to ſhew, 
That a Belief in the holy Jeſus is connected 
with the Belief in God, and the known Perfe- 
ctions of his Nature: And this Argument I 
ſhall enter into, not with Regard to the Jeus, 
who had been taught of God to expect a Meſſiah, 
but with Regard to a Set of Men amongſt us, 
Who profeſs to believe in God, a Providence, 
and a Future State, and yet refuſe to believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Ir there is any ſuch Perſon in the World, 
where the Goſpel is opehly preach'd, as a true 
Deiſt, who is not an Atheiſt, I think ſuch a 
one muſt refuſe to believe in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
not for want of his Miſſion being prov'd be- 
yond- Exception, for that, I think, to an un- 
prejudic'd Mind,4and able to examine the E- 
vidences of it, is ſcarce poſſible ; bur becauſe 
he has not equally conſider'd the Proofs of it: 
| And 


1 
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And che Want of that, muſt be owing to ſome 
antecedent Byaſs of his Will, which has drawn 
off the Attention of his Underſtanding in the 


Examination of the Evidences of it. 


' IF ſuch an one is reſolv'd to gratify his wiek- 
ed Paſſions, and wor? examine or come to the 


Light at all, left bis Deeds ſhould be reprov'd, he 


may pretend what he pleaſes, but he has no re- 


ligious Faith in God at all; and then tis to no 


purpoſe to argue with him upon the Evidences 
of the Doctrine, Miracles, or prophetick Fe- 
ſtimony of Jeſus the Meſſiah. | 

+ TF this be not the Truth of the Caſe, he muſt 
think, that he does not want a Revelation to di- 
rect him in his Duty to God, or any Sactifice to 


atone for his Sins: For if Men were really ſenſi- 


ble that they wanted a Revelation and a Method 
of Reconciliation with Heaven for paſt Offen- 
ces, the Arguments that the holy Jeſus offers 
in Proof of both, would undoubtedly convince 
them, | 


I. IS arr endeavour to prove, that before 
the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, Mankind wanted 
abſolutely a Revelation from Heaven: 


II. TRH HY wanted alſo an inſtituted Method 
appointed by God himſelf for their Reconciliation 


with him after paſt Offences, When I am got 


ſo me, 2 ſhall ſhew, 


II. To 
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III. T o deny the Want of either, is in. ef. 


fect denying a Belief in the very Exiſtence of 


God and his Providence over us: But becauſe 
we cannot deny the Belief of a God and his Pro- 
vidence, and the Deiſt allows both, it muſt be 
our Duty to examine the ſeveral Pretences ta 
Revelation in the World ; and then we muſt 
believe in that which bears the moſt unqueſtiona- 


ble Evidences of a divine Author: "apt 


ſhall prove, 


IV. To be the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


1 I am to prove, that without the Revela- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, Mankind neceſſarily want 


a divine Revelation. 

| Trax Grounds of all Religion , whether 
natural or reveaPd, muſt be laid in a right and 
proper Notion of God ; for juſt as we conceive 
of the Holineſs, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of Gad, 
ſo ſhall we judge of the Nature of theſe Virtues 
when apply'd to ourſelves, and accordingly 
form the Returns of our Duty to God. 

WRA x faint and falſe Notions the Philoſo- 
phers. of old had of the Nature of God, we 
learn from the imperfect Syſtems of Doctrines 
deliver'd in their Writings, the many ſuperſti- 
tious Rites of divine Adoration, and the cruel 


Oblations in all Countries of human Sacrifices 


at ſome Seaſons to him. Nor does the modern 
| ; Deiſt, 


hey wy 22 ns 


o7 " 


Deift, as 1 ſhall ſhew by and by, cc conceive much 


more juſtly of God than the Pagan Moraliſts 


did, notwithſtanding all his great Pretences to 
Wiſdom. But I ought to beg Pardon indeed of 
the old Philoſophers, for putting our modern 
Apoſtates to Heathen Morality in a Claſs with 
them; for they were ever ſenſible of their 
Weakneſs, and have left their Defires upon 
Record, that the Deity would ſend a Perſon 
from himſelf to inſtru them: Whereas our 
mighty Pretenders to Knowledge, wilfully re- 
ject the gracious Offers of divine Wiſdom, 
which the Son of God himſelf came down from 
the Boſom of his Father to reveal unro them. 
IF we look into Antiquity, we ſhall find 
that the wiſeſt Men in the Heathen World 
agreed in the Belief of a God and a Providence 
none ever deny*d them, Oi * ſenſual IN of 
Epicurus. 

Bur then dab Notion of a Providemes 
was too narrow, and not diſtinct enough to ſup- 
port the many religious Truths that depend up- 
on it: For we muſt carefully obſerve, that *tis 
on a right: Notion of a governing Providence 
extending itſelf with Juſtice and Wiſdom over 
all Creatures, that true Religion muſt be practi- 
ſed : And which of them hath told us, that God 
governs in all Events that happen; that the 
Counſels, the Actions, and xhe Paſſions of Men, 


ſerve all bony E ne Pr We in the ſame 
WV - A Manner 


( 10 


Manner as Fi re and Hail, Snow and 1 are 


ſaid to fulfil bis Word? 
THA 
dom, and ſetteth up another; and what he does 
1 whole Kingdoms, he certainly does with 
all private * tho? it may be leſs obſerv*d 
by us? 
THAT what Men call their own good or 
bad Fortune, is what Providence ſpecially ap- 
points for them; that nothing in this World is 


a2 Man's own, but the Wickedneſs that he com- 


mits; and yet that no Man ſhall ſuffer by the 
Wickedneſs of another, but it is IF: the Ap- 
pointment of God? 

SHOULD it be ſaid, that *tis not neceſſary 
to extend the Notion of a Providence ſo far as 
to the governing in all Events that happen in the 
World, except the Wickedneſs of Mankind, 


but that many Events may happen thro' the 


Permiſſion of God : 

I answER, hs God permits, he does not 
do at all; it neither implies his Conſent or Diſ- 
like, and in all ſuch Caſes we rob God of his 
Authority in governing the World. I intend 
by this, that we ſhould carefully eſtabliſh the 
Notion of a Providence governing under all 
Events ; otherwiſe I do not ſee how we ſhall 
know when we receive a Bleſſing from Heaven, 
or are ſmitten with the Hand of God; how to 
ſubmit under Affliction, or when to magnify 


his great Name for a Deliverance ; and unleſs. 


l believe 


tis he that pulleth down. one King- 


611) 


believe that God allots me my Condition thro? 
all Parts of my Life, I ſo far declare, that 
God has nothing to do with me, nor I then with 
him, and thereupon can I put no Hope or 
Truſt in him, or pay him any other devout 
Affection. 

T 15 Diſcovery of a particular Prin 
was never explain'd or eſtabliſh'd but by the 
Help of Revelation; and if the Deiſt believes 
it, he ought ſo far to acknowledge his Obliga- 
tion to divine Revelation; and if he does not, 
I am ſure he has not, nor can have, any true 
Religion towards God. 

AGAIN; Should Nature direct us to wor- 
ſhip God, yet Nature will never be able to ex- 
plain what particular Method of Worſhip the 
Deity will accept; and I ſhall ſhew preſently, 
that for Sinners to pray to God without his 
Leave, is downright Preſumption. 1 

T nx Pagans worſhipp*d the ſupreme God, 
and ſo they did inferior ones, good and evil Spi- 
rits, which was Idolatry : Herein they forfeited 
all the Virtue in adoring the ſupreme Being; 
for whoever pays divine Honours to a Creature, 
raiſes up the Creature to a Level with the Crea- 
tor, and therefore robs rhe God of the Uni- 
verſe of all the tranſcendent Glories of his Na- 
ture. And it may be obſerv'd, that the very 
Principle on which they worſhipp'd the Deity, 
was generally thought, becauſe they fear'd his 
Thunder; juſt as they worſhipp'd evil Spirits 

B 2 to 


(12) 


to avert their malignant Influence over them: 
And when ſuch a Fear only is made the Prin- 


ciple of divine Adoration, all Vigor is loſt in 


our Faith, all Holineſs in our Devotion. 

I coup ſhew, that the Pagan Morality 
was vicious in many Inſtances, and defective in 
all 1 its Parts. * 

I M1GHrT take notice, chat in the Duties 
Men were to pay to one another, Revenge was 
allow'd as becoming the Dignity of a Man, and 
the great Virtue of Humility below it; that 
Cato is applauded by the great Men of his own 
Age, for an Act of great Fortitude in killing 
himſelf, at a time when good Senſe was carry'd 
to the greateſt Height it could be without Re- 
velation. And we may obſerve from the moral 
Writers, that tho* much is ſaid of the great 
_ Virtue of Benevolence to Mankind, yet as de- 
ſcrib'd by them, it comes greatly ſhort of St. 
PauPs Deſcription of Chriſtian Charity ; in the 
ſeveral Branches of which, conſiſts . 

up the Perfection of true Religion. 

Wx may obſerve likewiſe, that little is ſaid 
of Purity of Thought, nothing of an heavenly 
Converſation. Theſe great Virtues corrupted 
Nature did not teach, nor can practiſe without 
divine Aſſiſtance. So that *tis plain from this 


ſhort View of their Morals, that it was not 


poſſible for thoſe who had neither a true Notion 
of the Nature of God or Man, to form a juſt 
Rule of Manners to either. 
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„Ir we e a View of the Religion of Nature 


(as tis call'd) from modern Writers, we ſhall 


ſtill find great Want of a Revelation from Hea- 


ven; for what can we conclude that is certain 
here, ſince not two Writers upon this Subject 


ſeem yet to have agreed, wherein to fix the 


Obligation of Moral Duties? _ ; 
- ONn:z tells you, that rational Creatures are 


bound ſtrictly to adhere to right Reaſon. That 


is true, no doubt: But when Men differ in their 
Concluſions, Whoſe right Reaſon ſhali be the 


Rule? We ſhall have as many moral Rules in 


the World, as there are Pretences to right Rea- 

- AnoTnes lays his Foundation. in Truth; but 
then we ask, What is Truth? If it be ſaid that 
Truth is a Conformity to Nature, I deſire to 
know who can give me a clear Account of the 
Nature of Things, and purſue every moral Re- 
lation conformable to it. A great Genius, I 
own, after many Years Search, may go a great 
way 3 but then it will require more time to make 
the Maſs of Mankind ſenſible of their Duty upon 


_ this foot, than the Philoſopher took in finding 
it out; it may be ſomething of a Rule for 2 ſu- 


perior Genius or two, but can be none for the 
Generality of Mankind. Beſides, as I take it, 
in Morality, a Man ſpeaks and acts according 
to Truth, who: ſpeaks and acts according to the 
Perſuaſion of his own Mind, which may be far 
many/times from being conformable to the real 
285 Exiſtence 


„ 
Exiſtence and Relation of Things: So here then 
we have Truth ſet up for a Rule againſt 774th, 


which gives us at once Demonſtration, that both 


Rules cannot be true. 


ATHIRD Writer denominates certain Prin- 
ciples and Actions to be Virtues, from the ne- 


ceſſary Happineſs they ever bring to the Obſer- 
ver of them in every State of Life. If this be 
the true Foundation of Virtue, then whenever 
an Action is prejudicial to our ſelves, for that 
Reaſon it ceaſes to be virtuous : Si nihil fit ho- 
neſtum, quod non ſit utile: Let Cicero draw the 


Concluſion 3 Tum nulla hac ſententid pernicies bo- 
minum vitæ afferri potæeſt. The wiſe Heathen 


ſaw plainly, that this Opinion debas'd the Ho- 
neſtum, and reſolv*d all the Virtues into Self- 
Intereſt. Upon this Foot, all Greatneſs of 
Spirit, Gratitude, and ſocial Benevolence, every 
Imitation of the Goodneſs of God, who gives 
Happineſs to others, without any View of in- 
creaſing his own, are ſtruck out of the Rule of 
Morality at once. 


Uyron the whole, I do not is that tis im- 


poſſible to find out a tolerable Syſtem of many 
moral Duties by the Help of Nature alone: 
For if we conſider, that by the Law of Nature, 
we do not mean a meer arbitrary Law impos'd 
upon us to try our Obedience, but a Law re- 
ſulting from our very Nature and Frame, a 


Rule of Manners unalterably fitted to Crea- 


tures rational and ſocial: From both which 
Principles 
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Principles laid in Man, we may obſerve, that 


there will ariſe a peculiar Method of acting con- 
formable to each Nature, and conducive in all 


Reſpects to the Perfection of both; there will 


be an outward Beauty in ſome Actions, and a 
deteſtable Uglineſs in others; there will reſult 
an inward Pleaſure or Pain from the ſame too, 
which 'tis not in our Power to prevent; and 
when we have got ſo far, we may go one Step 
back again, and conclude, that this was the 
Will of God who made us in ſuch a Manner 
that it ſhould be ſo; and then the Will of God, 
joined with the native Beauty or Deformity of 
Actions, the Pleaſure or Pain in our ſelves, the 


Perfection or Diſagreement to Nature, may 


give Being and Names to Virtue and Vice; may 
from thence furniſh out a good Body of the 
Laws of Nature. 

SUPPOSE ve then, that a Set of RA Ruleg 


might be collected by a judicious Hand, a grea- 


ter Difficulty is yet behind, who ſhall enforce 
it? The wiſe Collector may recommend his 
Morality from ſuch Motives as convinc'd him, 
but cannot be allow d to dictate magiſterially, 
and preſcribe to others upon his own ſole Au- 
thority if he intreats the civil Magiſtrate for 
his Aſſiſtance, the Magiſtrate will think him- 


ſelf at liberty either to accept or refuſe, for he 


may like another Scheme better; or like Gallio, 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles, care for none of 


them: He may eſtabliſh a \ Religion contrary to 
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the Senſe of all the wiſe Men of the Country, ag 
was done both at Rome and Athens; and when 
he has done ſo, he will expect the Compliance 
of the moral Philoſopher to his Scheme. 
H x who is made the Judge of all the beſt 
Expedients fit to govern a People withal, can- 
not be bound to ſubmit his Conſcience to the 
Conſcience of the Philoſopher, who offers his 


Opinion only, without an expreſs divine War- 


rant to ſupport it; no more than the religious 
Magiſtrate, who thinks it his Duty to protect a 
ſettled Rule of divine Worſhip, can be bound 
to ſubmit to the flagitious Libertine againſt his 
own Conſcience, in letting his People follow 
N abſurd Opinion in Religion. 

IxpEED human Authority will go but a lit- 
tle way in ſettling national Religions, without 
expreſs Revelation; for unleſs the People are 
previouſly inſtructed that their Religion comes 
from God, the People may obey, but that Obe- 


dience will not reach the Heart. In all ſuch | 


Caſes, the very Being of Virtue is loſt, and lit- 
tle Security will be given to that Society, that 

was intended by the civil ENS of ou 
a Religion. 

WInAx then muſt be done? Lach the Pagans 
of old teach our modern Apoftates to have Re- 
courſe to divine Authority; for tho? they had 
no Religion brought down from Heaven, as we, 
God be thanked, have, yet they pretended an 


| Interoourſe with a reiter Being, and 
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( 77.) 
fo found it neceſſary that the Name of God 
ſhould give a Sanction to Laws, which could 
not be ſupported in regular Obedience by the 
Authority of Men. 

I 11687 have obſerv'd, on the Failure of 
all other Helps, that the Notion of a future 
State might have given Vigor and Authority to 
the Support of Moral Virtue in the World. But 
to this it may be anſwer*d, that the wiſe Men of 
old hop'd, wiſh'd, and gueſs'd there was ſuch a 
State, but could not certainly prove it to the 
People: And then an inſecure Hope, as we 
may judge from the preſent State of Mankind 
who certainly expect- it, will yield but little 
Aſſiſtance in the Caſe. 

Tu x Wiſhes only of an happy Futurity. tho 
join'd to the View of the beautiful Form of Vir- 
tue, will not ſtop a Man of Pleaſure in the Pur- 
ſuit of another kind of Miſtreſs; nor will un- 
certain Gueſſes of reverſionary Bleſs outbid the 
varidus Sollicitations of Senſe, or ſupport true 
Virtue ſtrugling under the Violence of an evil 


World. 
Tris Expectation was ſo languid even in the 2 


Breaſts of the great Teachers of the Virtues to 


others, as not to be able to ſecure their own 
Love of Virtue, as any one may read in their 


Lives wrote by Diogenes Laertius. And tho' the 


Wiſhes and Hopes of an happy Futurity, im- 
planted univerſally in the Minds of Men, were 


a good Proof, that a. good God implanted it 
C chere, 
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there, in order ts. quicken their Purſuit after 


what he intended to beſtow; yet it could prove 
no farther, than that it was to be beſtow'd on 
thoſe who liv d up to natural Perfection; and fo 


each Man's Title to it expir'd with uy deli- 


berate Tranſgreſſion. 

Warcu brings me to ſhew, 
II. THAT Mankind wanted an inſtituted 
5 Method appointed by God himſelf for their 
Reconciliation with him- after their paſt Offen- 
ces, before the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 


As the Deiſt rejects the bleſſed Jeſus, be- 


cauſe he will tell you, he wants no. poſitive Re- 
velation to inſtruct him; ſo both Deiſt and Soci- 
nian declare that they want no Expiation for 
their Sins: For Nature teaches them to repent, 
and that a good God will forgive all true Peni- 
tents without a penal Satisfaction for their Sins. 
Lr but the Sinner draw nigh to God by 


Repentance, and. they are very ſure the Good- | 


neſs of God will incline him to e _ to 
them: 

Tr1s muſt be one Plea of all Perſons who 
fincerely believe in God, and openly reject the 
Miſſion of his Son. This Point then muſt be 
fairly argu*d ; for till we can remove this Bar, 
and ſhew that the unſcriptural Notions of the 
Deiſt, are not a true Account of the Nature of 
God, we ſhall find it very difficult to reconcile 
them to Cliriftanitys which is the only Religion 


* 


in 


gory 


in the World that preaches up a Saviour to 


Mankind. 


*T 15 faid then, that God is good or merci 
ful, and therefore muſt forgive Sinners certainly 
upon their Repentance, without any penal Sa- 


tisfaction. I deny the Certainty of the Conclu- 
fron : For God is juſt as well as good; and 
therefore cannot forgive the Sins of Men, 


without Satisfaction made to his vindictive Ju- 
ſtice. As the Goodneſs of God is the only 


Refuge Sinners can have in God, fo his Juſtice 


and Holineſs muſt make him deteſt them. Theſe 


known Perfections then in God muſt be recon- 


cid, otherwiſe we e deſtroy all Perfection in 


him. 


Wiſdom and Juſtice, is no Perfection, but a 
great Weakneſs. 
Bu r I expect to be yy That the ASL 


God of the Univerſe can pardon and puniſh, 


when, and how he pleaſes, for the Tranſgreſ- 


fion of his own Laws: Where is the Injury or 
Injuſtice if he does not? 


HE who thinks there is no Injury done, if 


God ſhould pardon the Tranſgreſſion of his own 


Laws without a Satisfaction, muſt firſt think, 
that the Reaſon and Neceſſity of all Puniſh- 


ments, is to be drawn from the Policy of Go- 


2 2 vernments; 


IAXO VE then; if Goodneſs or Mercy be 

oppos'd to Juſtice, it is no Goodneſs at all: For 
Goodneſs cannot pardon, when it is not juſt or 
wiſe to pardon ; for Mercy not regulated with 


(2 
Fernments; that Puniſhments are only neceſſary 
as they ſecure a Reverence due to Laws, and 


keep the World in Peace. 
I GRANT indeed, was this the ſole and a- 


Fe Reaſon of Puniſhments, there would 
be no abſolute Neceſſity that God ſhould de- 
mand Satisfaction for Sin; and with the Satis- 
faction too, would ceaſe the abſolute Neceſſity 
of Puniſhments in a Future State. But then as 
Nature aſſuredly teaches us, that God is juſt, 
that this Virtue, like all others, is inherent in 
his very Nature; from hence we learn, that 
the very Notion of Juſtice is antecedent to the 
. very Notion and Exiſtence of all Government; 
we learn that God is juſt, not becauſe he go- 
verns the World, but that he is the great Go- 
vernor of the World, becauſe Juſtice and every 
other Virtue is of his very Nature, and regu- 
lates all his Actions. We muſt believe too, that 
he wants not Puniſhments to ſecure his own 
"Happineſs, as other Lawgivers do, and out of 
- Fear of the Wickedneſs of Mankind. From 
all which we infer, that when he puniſhes, tis 
not wholly for the Reaſons that Men are com- 
pell'd to puniſh, but becauſe Juſtice itſelf due 
to Vice neceſſarily requires it. For as there is a 
native Excellence in Vertue, and an inherent 
Baſeneſs in Vice; not to reward the one, and 
puniſh the other, would be an Attempt to take 
away the unalterable Difference between Virtue 
and Vice 3 and deny Virtue and Vice to be what 


they 


clear, that if fe wiltul Trantgreflor i is puniſh'd, 


Lan) | 


they really are: But God can no mare attempt 
to take away by any Act, or Forbearance to 
act, the neceſſary Difference between Virtue and 


Vice, than he can alter his own inherent Per- 


fections, his own Love of Virtũe. We conclude 


then, God will inflict Puniſhment on Sin, not 


only as an Act of ſupreme Dominion to vindi- 
cate the Right he has over his Creatures, but as 


an Act of Juſtice neceſſarily due to the inherent 


Baſeneſs and Malignity of Sin: And till the 
wilful Offender is able to ſhew, that there is 


not an inherent Baſeneſs in Vice, he muſt ex- 
ct the Puniſhment due in Juſtice to his Sins; 
and God will aſſuredly inflict it upon him, or 


others, who are willing and able to ſuffer it for 
him. 


THrrs I take to be an Anſwer to all fuch 


who ask, Where is the Injuſtice, if God ſhould 


not proceed to puniſh the Sins of MSL in 
a Future State, | 
Sur os E only that the Caſe is doubtful, 


Whether God is at liberty, from the Rectitude 
of his Nature, to pardon Sin without any penal 


Satisfaction; What will this benefit us, unleſs 


we are ſure that he will do it? Before we deny 
the Neceſſity of Satisfaction, it would be the 
utmoſt Madneſs, in the preſent State of Things, 
to ſtake an Eternal Salvation upon this Iſſue; 
and we can never be ſure that he will, without 


an actual Promiſe from himſelf. For *tis very 


he 
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he has no Reaſon to complain: Nay, I will tell 
ſuch an one, whatever God can abſolutely do, 
that he deſerves highly to be puniſh'd, who will 
not lay hold of the Method which the Goodneſs 
of God has provided for the Atonement of his 
Sins; and if there is any Truth | in Revelation, 
he may depend upon it. 

B TOR I quit this Argument, I would 
obſerve, that it ſeems demonſtrable from the 
Holineſs of God, that he will be directed to pu- 
niſh the Sins of Mankind in a Future State, 
without the Merit of a vicarious Satisfaction for 
them. - Certainly the Holineſs of God does 
make him deteſt Sin; and tell me how God can 
be faid with any Truth to deteſt Sin, or even 
diſlike it, if he do not puniſh for it. 

Tn x Sinner in every Act of deliberate Wick- 
edneſs, acts contrary to the very Nature of 
God, and the End of his Creation; he may be 
ſaid to deny that Holineſs is an Excellence, and 

Wiſh the total Abſence of it in the World; and 
indeed to will the very Deſtruction of the holy 
Being himſelf. If God then made Man ſor his 
own Glory, to ſet before him his own Perfe- 
ctions, his own Excellencies will call for a Pu- 
niſnment on Sin; for by this it is, that he illu- 
ſtrates his own Holineſs and Love of Virtue in 
the World; and it would be an undeniable Ar- 
gument to his Creatures, that he was not a Being 
of that Holineſs in himſelf, if he did, or could 
too 
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too eaſily pardon : Such Indulgence would ap- 
pear as a great Weakneſs, and differ lictle 1 
giving a Licenſe to Sin. 

No can Repentance be lad to car- 
ry any juſt Satisfaction in it for Sin; for as O- 


bedience is the neceſſary Condition of Creatures, 


ſo God has a ſtrict Right in virtue of Creation 
and Preſer vation, to the Obedience of their 
whole Lives; and he is undoubtedly injur'd of 
his Right, when *tis not paid him. Repen- 
tance may be a proper Condition, join'd with 


a well-try'd Obedience, after Sin, for a Place 


in the Merit of a Satisfaction; but cannot of it 
ſelf ſatisfy, becauſe it cannot extinguiſh the 
Pollution contracted by Sin; nor can it call 
back the Time which ought to have been ſpens 
in the Service of God; and therefore ſo fat the 
Guilt ſubſiſts, and the Injury towards God re- 


mains uncancell'd. 


Lov ſee therefore, chat the G of 
God will prove nothing more, than that God 
will pardon Sinners, when it is juſt, and wiſe, 
and holy to pardon them: But by the Light of 
Nature only, no one could tell what will make 
it ſo for a good God to forgive Sin. And de- 
fire it may ever be remember'd, that Mankind, 
whenever they forfeit their Innocence, and wil- 
fully break the Rule of natural Perfection, with 


out the Help of Jeſus Chriſt, cannot ſhew. any 


Security that God will ſave them. 


UNDER 
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Und E & ſuch a melancholy Diſpenſation of 


Things, there can be no Truſt in God, no rea- 
ſonable Exerciſe of any devout Affection. In 
a word, no Religion at all; for Nature muſt 


languiſh under incurable Deſpair, till God ſhall 


raiſe up his Creatures to a Capacity of ſerving 
him, by giving them ſome actual Promiſe of 
Acceptance with himſelf. 

Fox this Reaſon we maintain, that *tis high 
Preſumption for Sinners to pray to God in their 
own Name, without any actual Command from 
himſelf. For how ſhall Wretches odious and 
polluted, preſume to draw near to the Throne 
of an holy Being? Or expect that he will cor- 
reſpond with them in deriving the Bleſſings of 
his Love upon their Petitions to him ? 

DisoBEtDIENcE deſtroys the Claim of 


Children to a Father, Traytors forfeit all the 


Kind Protection of a good Governor; and if we 
have firſt alienated our ſupreme Lord, no won- 
der that he abandons us: For *tis the Voice 

both of Nature and Revelation, that God bear- 
eth not Sinners : And till this Eumity between God 
and the World, was nail'd to the Croſs; till, in 
Scripture Language, we were brought nigh by the 
Blood of Feſus, and had Acceſs to the Father thro 
bim, we had no Hope, but were without God in 
Werld; no doubt we were, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
Abe UW 76 b. in the deplorable Condition of 
Atheiſts, without the Care and Bleſſings of a 


gracious Providence over us, 2 Epheſ. 12, &c. 
”, Tas 
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"py as T ruth I am ſpeaking of, ſeems to be 
Aiſcern'd in ſome Meaſure by a ſenſible Hea- 
then; Maximus Tyrius, I mean, a Writer of the 
Platonick Sect, who has very ingeniouſly deba- 
ted, whether Mankind ought to pray to God 
or no; and after many Reaſons offer'd on both 
Sides, he concludes with his Opinion, that the 
Wickedneſs of ſome, and the Unworthineſs of 
all, make it their Duty not to pray to God. 
Ox this Account, when God inſtituted the 
Levitical Prieſthood, he appointed expiatory 
Sacrifices to be offer d up Morning and Even- 
ing, at the time of publick Temple -Service, 
putting his People in mind thereby, that their 
Prayers aſcended up to him in vertue of the Sa- 
crifice ; „ which Sacrifice was to ſhew forth the 
true one continually, hereafter to be offered on 
the Croſs, In the ſame Manner thro! all Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, is join'd the Name and Merit of 
Jeſus Chriſt to all their true Devotions; and 
the Lord's- Supper is celebrated as a Feaſt on 
that Sacrifice „which was inſtituted to ſhew 
forth the Death of him, till he who was our true 
propitiatory Sacrifice, ſhall come a ſecond time 
to Judgment; both teaching us, that all our 
Addreſſes to God have no Value in themſelves, 
| but. derive their Merit from being united with 
the Benefits of his Death and Interceſſion. 

AND as it was downright Preſumption for 
Sinners to pray to God without his Leave, fo 
not to be frequetn upon our Knees after a Com- 
4 D mand 
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mand from himſelf, after Prayer is made one 
neceſſary Condition of receiving the Bleſſings of 


Heaven, is at once to offer Deſpight to the 
Blood of the Covenant, which procur'd the 


great Favour of approaching the Throne of 
Grace; it is to deny that Creatures ought to 
acknowledge, by a . conſtant Dependance on 


God, that every good Thing flows from his 


Bounty ; ; which is no leſs than downright A- 
theiſm. | 

UNnDpEx this Head concerning the Neceſſity 
of Satisfaction, I cannot forbear obſerving the 


Miſchief that has been done to Revelation by a 


Set of Men amongſt us, who profeſſing to believe 
in Chriſtianity, yet publiſh ſuch Opinions as are 
reſolvable into the very Foundation of Deiſm 
itſelf. Theſe are the Men of a philoſophical 
Genius, who can reaſon upon moſt Parts of Re- 
ligion without their Bibles; and when they read 
the Scriptures, we may obſerve they model our 
Articles of Faith, not according to the ordina- 
ry Conſtruction of Scripture Language, but 
their antecedent Notions of Philoſophy. 

TE Followers of Socinus can reaſon ſo clear- 
ly upon the Nature of God without their Bibles, 
that they can demonſtrate, God does not call 
for a penal Satisfaction for the Breach of his 
Laws ; and thereupon deny, that the Death of 


Chriſt was intended for a propitiatory Sacrifice 


for the Sins of Mankind, which is the moſt 
principal and cleareſt Truth in the Goſpel. 
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Tar Followers of Arius allow che Satisfa- 
ction of Chriſt, but then it ſeems to be in name 
only, for they tell us openly, there was no Vir. 


tue peculiar to the Blood of Chriſt to make 


Atonement for Sin; for that God might equally 


have inſtituted any other Method for our Ac- 
ceptance with him. 


A WIT ER of the latter Kind has given 
us, what he calls 4 Demonſtration of the Being 
and Attributes of God, without Revelation, and 
concludes upon his Scheme, that there cannot 
be two neceſſarily exiſtent Perſons in the divine 
Nature. And tho' the New Teſtament plainly 


teaches that the Son is God as well as the Fa- 


ther, yet, contrary to the plain Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, he brings down the Notion of the Son's 
Godhead, to his philoſophical Notion of the 
Divine Nature. I verily think, had not his Phi- 
loſophy prejudg'd him, and had he read the 
Scriptures with an entire Deſign to have ſubmit- 
ted all his philoſophical Notions of the Divine 
Nature to the Scripture. Account of it, he could 
not poſſibly have put ſach forc'd Interpretations 
upon many Paſſages of the New Teſtament, 
which eſtabliſh the Divinity of the Son in Terms 
and Senſe equal to the Father, 

Now this Method of mingling vain Philoſophy 
with Revelation, at once reverſes the very Na- 
ture and End of Revelation; which was not 
only to give a new Sanction to ſuch Truths as 
Nature had taught, but to acquaint us with 

92 ſuch 
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ſuch Things as are proper for us to know, and 
could not certainly be diſcern'd by Human Na- 
ture in its fal'n Eſtate: And he who will not 
ſubmit all his own approv'd Notions to the Au- 
; thority of Revelation, believes not Revelation, 
but the uncertain Guidance of his own Reaſon : 

What does he leſs than prefer the Wiſdom of 
Man to the Wiſdom of God? 

H E believes our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
Juſt as he would believe Plato or Cicero, not as 
| Inſpir'd Writers, bur ſo far as they fall in with 
his own previous Sentiments of Things; and 
when this is the Caſe, then even Mr. Woolſftor's 
Nonſenſe may paſs amongſt the reſt for the true 
Senſe of Revelation, Beware leſt any Man 
ſpoil you thro? Philoſophy, after the Traditi- 
ons of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chriſt ; for in him dwelleth all the 
Pulneſs of the Godbead bodily, Col. ii. 8, 9. 

I wovuLp ask the Diſciples of Socinus, who 
think bare Repentance ſufficient to juſtify Man- 
kind, Why God does not reſcue the fall'n An- 
gels? For we can hardly believe, but that the 
Devil is ſenſible that he has done wrong, and 
would endeavour to repent, if that would fave 
him: But an Hint is given us in Scripture upon 
their Caſe, that there has been no Saviour who has 
taken upon bim the Nature of Angels, as ours has 
done the Seed of Woman. 
| I wovuLD ask the Diſciples of . who 
declare there was no Efficacy peculiar to the 
Blood 
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Blood of Chriſt to take away Sin, ho openly 


teach, as teach they muſt upon their Principles, 
that the Method of our Acceptance with God 
was perfectly arbitrary for God to appoint, 
What Authority they have for ſuch kind of 
Doctrine? From whence can they know aſſu- 
redly, without Revelation, what God might or 
might not have done? I am ſure, Revelation 
gives no Countenance to any ſuch Doctrine; but 


teaches every where, if Jeſus had not come, 


we muſt have dy'd in our Sins. If God was per- 


fectly at Liberty from his own Attributes, to 
appoint indifferently any Method of Juſtifica- 
tion, I may ask, Why was the old Covenant 


put away? For what Reaſon does the Scripture 
ſay, that Chriſt died to deliver us from the 
Tranſgreſſions that were under the firſt Teſta- 


ment? that is, which the firſt Teſtament could 


not remove. Are theſe Scripture Declarations 
conſiſtent with the Suppoſition, that the Attri- 


butes of God would leave him to appoint any 


Method of Atonement for our Sins? That there 
is an equal Value in every inſtitured Method of 
Juſtification ? If Fuſtification could have come by 
the Law, then Chriſt is dead in vain. And if 
Juſtification could not have come by the Law 
of Moſes, tell me how I ſhall judge it might 
have come by any other Method leſs than the 
Atonement of the precious Blood of Chriſt; for 
if there js not a Virtue of Atonement peculiar | 
to Fe Blood of Chriſt, then his. moſt precious 
Blood 


i . 
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ſhed in vain. 


LAST I v, I would obferve under this Head, 


that they who leave out the Notion of propitia- 
tory Sacrifices from their Religion, whether na- 
tural or revealed, act contrary to the Senſe of 
all Mankind from the earlieſt Monuments of 
Things, down to the Time of the one true, pro- 
per, and ſufficient Sacrifice which was paid on 
the Croſs by Jeſus Chriſt: From all which we 
find, that every Nation had its Prieſts, its Al- 
tars, its Rites of Atonement by Sacrifice. Cer- 
tainly this ſhews whether Sacrifice had its origi- 


nal Inſtitution from the Appointment of God or 


no, that the Practice of it ſuited the beſt Noti- 
ons they had of the Nature of God, which was, 
that the vindictive Juſtice of God demanded a 
penal Satisfaction for Sin; and tho” the Life of 
2 Beaſt is no Atonement for the Sin of a Man, 
yet the Offer of Life of their beft Property, was 


the beſt Atonement they could make without 


each Man's own Death for his Sins, and ſerv'd 
to convey the Senſe of a great Truth by a Mat- 
ter of Fact, which is, that the Wages of Sin is 


Deaib. 


Tu v who were not tight of God, as well 


as thoſe who were, ſeem to have agreed in one 


Maxim, that without ſhedding of Blood is no Re- 
miſſion of Sin: For as God gave to Man Life on 
the Conditions of Obedience, ſo even Narute 
teaches, that the Tranſgreſſion of the Law of 


Blood ſeems to me, for the fame Reaſon, to be 
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his Being, muſt incur the F orfeiture of Life it- 


ſelf: And tho” God was pleas' d to ſeparate a 


uliar People, and admit them into Covenant 
with himſelf by Sacrifice, i. e. by an Exchange 
of one Life for another; yet he ſer apart the 
Blood of Animals, wherein their Lives conſiſt, 
from common Uſe amongſt them, and kept it 
back as his own Property, nor would let them 


enjoy thoſe Lives which he order'd to be paid 


him in Exchange for their own, | 

'SacrIFice. then by ſhedding of Blood, 
as it is founded on the very Notion of appeaſing 
the offended Juſtice of God, moſt probably has 
ever been part of che Sinners true Religion. 
Accordingly, we read in the Hiſtory of the Fall 
written by Moſes, the Truth of which no one can 
diſprove, that a Sacrifice of Blood was the firſt 
religious Offering which God is mentioned to 
have accepted from ſinful Man. By this Abel 
Was accepted with God, when Cain was not for 
want of it. God told Cain, F thou daſt well, 
ſhalt thou not be accepted? but if not, Sin Jieth at 
tby Door. The Original has it, 4 Sin-Offering 
lieth at thy Door, for ſo the Word which we in- 

terpret Sin, frequently ſignifies; and then the 
Senſe of the Place is, If thou doſt well, thy In- 
nocence ſhall fave thee ; but if not, an Expiation 
for Sin will be required at thy Hands ; and 
without ſuch Expiation God would not accept 
even his Offering of Praiſe, or ” religious 
Service from him. 


I SHALL - 
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Is HALL therefore conclude,” fince God re- 
| Jefted Cain for Want of a Sacrifice of Atone- 


ment, and accepted Mel in virtue of it; and that 


as Sacrifice is the firſt Piece of Religion menti- 
oned in' Scripture, to be of Value jn the ſight of 
God after the Fall, that it muſt be of his own 


Inſtitution : For Abel, ſays the Author to the 


Hebrews, made his Sacrifice acceptable to God 
thre Faith. Now the conſtant Senſe of Faith 
in holy Scripture, is an Aſſurance of Accep- 
tance, grounded upon the poſitive Inſtitution or 
a Promiſe of God. On this Appointment of 
God Abel rely*d, but Cain rely*d upon his own 
Well- doing, and ſo God would accept no reli- 
gious Service at all from him. 

So it is, no doubt, under the Religion of 
Nature, that unſpotted Innocence alone can 
fave us; and when we have ſinned under that 
State, one deliberate Tranſgreſſion in every 
Man, as in our firſt Parent, will cancel his Ti- 
tle to the Favour of God and future Happineſs, 
If fo, to Beings lying under ſuch Diſpleaſure 
from Heaven, there can be no Hope, no Truſt, 


no Religion at all towards God, till he ſhall 


pleaſe to inſtitute ſome Method of Reconcilia- 
tion with himſelf. 
Fon hence we learn to adore the Good- 
neſs of Almighty God, who was pleaſed not 
to leave Man without Hope, who muſt have 
otherwiſe ſunk into incurable Deſpair after the 
Tranſgreſſion, but immediately enter'd into a 
| new 
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new Covenant with him; which Covenant was. 


by Sacrifice, as we have ſeen. From our firſt 
Parent, and his Children, this Notion of Hopes 
thro Sacrifice might ſpread in the World; and 
tho? the divine Inſtitution was forgot iy Proceſs 


of time in the Pagan World, yet when once 


ſpread amongſt them, might ſubſiſt upon the 


natural Notions they had of the Juſtice of God 


requiring a penal Satisfaction for Sin : Not that 
the ancient Sacrifices could aboliſh Sin, but they 
might ſerve as Remembrances, even amongſt 


the Heathens, that their own Lives were forfei- 
ted by it; and they certainly ſerv*d in the Church 


of God as a Figure, from their very firſt Inſtitu- 


tion, to convey Faith in, and repreſent the 
Lamb of God ſlain from the Foundation of the World, 


And in this Senſe it may be ſaid, that no ſooner 
had Man ſinned, but Chriſt died to fave him. 
HAvIN G ſhew'd that ſinful Man wanted a 


divine Revelation, and a Means of Reconcilia- 


tion with God after Sin, under a State of Na- 
ture, I proceed according to the Advice in the 
Text, to ſhew, Thar if we believe in God, Ve 
muſt believe in Jeſus Chriſt : Or thus; 
THE who refuſe to believe in any poſitive 
Revelation, or will not rely on any Saviour for 
their Tranſgreſſions, muſt be charged with ha- 
vihg no religious Belief in God himſelf and his 
Providence. | 
TAE Deiſt believes in God, and has Proof 


* the Creation. The Proof is good; but if he 
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ſtops here, and denies his Providence, I ſhall 
refer him to his own Scriptures, to Citero and 
Plutarch to convince him, that if he believes in 
God without a Providence, whatever he pre- 
tends, he is an Atheiſt under Cover. 
Sour I now propoſe my Creed to him, 
he is ſo usd to Ridicule, that I expect he 
would ſcoff at the Incarnation, and mock at 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus : But if he can be ſeri- 
ous, I will ſhew him, if he denies my Creed, 
he overturns his own, he can have no Creed at 
all ; for a Belief in God, a Providence, a Re- 
velation, and an inſtituted Method of Reconci- 
liation for paſt Sins, muſt ſtand and fall toge- 
ther. 
* I yROFEss then to believe wich him, that 
God made the World, and by his Providence 
preſerveth it: But why was all this beautiful 
Order of Things, this rich Treaſure of Nature 
provided? Was it not to be an Habitation for 
Man? Man is the moſt excellent Part, the 
great End of the Creation, the only Creature 
in it that can underſtand the Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven, and thank God for them. 
Mus I think then, that God, aſter he had 
made the World, and given it to Man for his 
Uſe, would ſhut up himſelf in Silence, never 
correſpond with him, appoint him no Covenant, 
give him no Notice of his Will, convey no 


Knowledge of his Nature to Man, but what he 
could 


„ 
could read from the ſettled Laws of Matter and 
Motion? That he would not tell Man how to 
worſhip him, ſince Nature does not teach what 
Acts of religious Worſhip God would accept? 
Tara r in Proceſs of Time, when the World 


was grown very wicked, and every evil Spirit 
had its Altar and Prieſts, that God, who muſt 
be jealous of his Honour, ſhould give no ſupe- 


rior Demonſtration of his Power to theſe vulgar 
Deities, and call off his Creatures to a Worſhip 


of himſelf by ſome viſible Token? Can a God | 
of Holineſs ſee the whole World lie in Wicked- 


neſs unconcern'd, and propoſe no Way to re- 
form it? Can a God of Compaſſion ſee the Bo- 
dies and Souls of Men tormented by evil Spirits, 
to be expiated many times with nothing leſs 


than the rich Victims of Human Blood, and 


not interpoſe for their Deliverance ? Can a Mo- 
man forget ber fucking Child, that ſhe ſpculd not 
have Compaſſion on the Son of ber Womb ? Experi- 
ence teaches us, ſometimes they may, but both 
Nature and Revelation proclaim, that God can- 
not-ſo far forget his own People. 


Wu N Man had ſinned then, and could no 


longer approach God in Confidence of being 
.accepted with him, when great Part of the 
World had loſt all Senſe of true Religion, it 
was neceſſary for God either to deſtroy his Crea- 
tures, or find them a Revelation for their In- 
ſtruction, and give them Hopes by which they 


might exerciſe a reaſonable Religion towards 
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him. But ſince God has not thought fit to deſtroy 


his Creatures, I am directed, by a Belief in his 


Providence, to enquire, Whether there be any 
Revelation in the World that offers ſuch Aſſu- 
rance from Heaven ? If I deny this, I muſt af- 
firm that God's Providence takes care of every 
thing but Man; which was the only End for 


which he made. and preſerves all other Parts of 


Nature. 

To carry a Providence no higher than pre- 
ſerving certain Syſtems of Matter in certain 
Forms, or giving Food to Animals, ſeems of 
little moment, compared with directing the mo- 
ral CEconomy of Things; preſerving a Reve- 
rence from his Creatures to himſelf, keeping up 
the Knowledge of true Religion in the World, 
and finally conducting Mankind thro? Vibes, 
to Happineſs with himſelf. 1 
H x who will not aſcribe ſuch Effects to Pro- 
vidence, does deny the very Ground and Reaſon 
of a Belief in a Providence, and therefore the 
Being of God himſelf. | 

TEE ſtrict Connexion between God and a 
Providence, is concluded to a Demonſtration 
againſt Epicurus, in Cicero de Naturd Deorum ; 
and in the Book of Divination which follows it. 
The Stoick joins the Art of Divination with Pro- 
vidence, which is there defin'd to be the Art of 
_ judging of the ſeveral Ways by which God car- 


ries on an Intercourſe with his Creatures: And 


tho' the Academy thought, that a great deal of 


Superſtition was mingled in the various Methods 
| af 
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of Divination 4 mongſt them, yet he declares, 
that in ſome Caſes, the Art itſelf was probable; 
which is as great a Confeſſion as ever dropp'd 
from one of his Sect. 

Tu Deiſt ſhall ſooner 8 me, that 
the World was made for him to ſport and riot 
in, fitted up to miniſter Food to his wicked 
Pleaſures, than I can disjoin from his Provi- 
dence the neceſſary Care of appointing ſome cer- 
tain Method of Religion for his Creatures: Or, 
which is much the ſame thing, he muſt perſuade 
me that it is the Will of God, that the Religion 
of his Creatures may be what every Man plea- 
ſes. But before I can agree with him in this, I 
muſt part with all my Notions o God both na- 
tural and revealed. | 
Tux Argument then of the Doctrine deli- 
ver*d, ſtands thus; If God made Man to wor- 
ſhip him, and all Men are become Sinners, and 
Sinners want neceſſarily a Dire&ion from Hea- 
ven what Method of Worſhip God will accept, 
and a Security from himſelf of being reconcil'd 
after their Tranſgreſſions. If we believe that 
God defign'd Man to ſerve him, and they can- 
not ſerve him without ſuch Hopes, we ought to 
-enquire whether God has not provided us with 
Both long before this. To deny this, is to deny 
his Providence, as has been ſhew'd ; and this 
will lead us, I do not ſay directly, to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, but muſt lead us to examine all 
pretended Revelations ; and then we ought to 
2 N take 
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take that hack bears the moſt unqueſtionable 
Evidence of divine Authority; which done, 
we ſhall form the Concluſion in the Text, IF 
do believe in God, we muſt believe in Feſus Chriſt. 

I sH ALL ſhew then, in the laſt Place, that 
whatever Mankind can hope for from the Good- 
| neſs of God, is offer'd in th * of Je- 
fus Chriſt. 

Wx learn from uninterrupged Tradition, thic 
there has been a continual Complaint of an he- 
reditary Corruption of Human Nature deſcend- 
ing thro? ali Generations of Men. From the 
preſent State of Mankind, join'd with the ſame 
Voice of Tradition, we preſume that each Man 
(always excepting the Man Chriſt: Jeſus) has 
broke the Rule of natural Perfection; and we 
have Demonſtration, that Nature has no certain 
Help for Sinners. 

WHEN each Man a Criminal then had no 
Advocate upon Earth, nor any Friend that he 
knew of in Heaven, willing, or able to pay the 
Price of his Redemption; when the whole 
World, loſt and undone, groan'd together in Pain 
for Fear of Death; 'twas then we ſaw a moſt 
adorable Friend, and all- powerful Saviour de - 
ſcend from on high, and take our Nature upon 
him: What Man could not do, he comes down 
to do for him; to perform a perfect Obedience 
to the Will of God: He unites our Nature into 
his own, that he might ufer! in che one, and 
ſatisfy by the other. | 


By 


AW] = 
By this Miracle of Love, full Reſtitution 
was made to the injur*d Majeſty of God, every 


Attribute of the Deity Fan Heaven and 


Earth united. 

FROM henceforward Mankind was openly 
to enter into new Terms with his Maker, both 
Few and Gentile was to be made as acceptable 
to God thro? Faith in the Blood of our ſuffering 
Redeemer, united to a Goſpel Repentance, as 
if the one had not broken the _—_ nor the 


other natural Perfection. 


ONE might imagine, that the very 1 
of ſuch News ſent down from Heaven, would 
quicken the Attention of every ſerious Man 
carefully to examine the Evidences of it; for 
whether it be true or not, he ought to wiſh it 


was true, and be extreamly glad to * that 


it was ſo. 
LE the Few begin to examine the Chara- 


cter of the holy Jeſus by Moſes and the Pro- 


Pphets, and he will find that great Numbers 


of the Prophecies ſuit with his Perſon and 


Character in the very Letter, and with no one 
beſides: And tho* many other Prophecies did 
regard Events then preſent, yet without any 
Violence done to Language, they will carry 


a future Proſpect to Jeſus. And that the Spirit of 
God, by the Mouth of the Prophets, did in- 
tend Jeſus Chriſt in them, is as true, and ca- 
pable of as good Proof as the Law itſelf. 
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Tu Few knows very well, there never 
was any Man upon Earth, that could rival 
Jeſus Chriſt in filling up the Meaſure of the 
prophetick Evidence; that his chief Objection 
againſt Jeſus is, that he did not. reſtore the 


Kingdom to Jrael; and when he lays by his 


ambitious Views, he will plainly ſee that this 
is no Objection ; and till he does, we own he 
is not fit to be a Diſciple a ws meek and 


lowly Jeſus. 


As for us Gentiles, who never were called 
to the Circumciſion, we have no farther to 


do with the Law of Moſes and the Prophets, 
than to: eſtabliſh the Claim of Jeſus the Meſ- 
ſiah upon Moſes and the Prophets: And if there 


be Evidence enough to do that from the 


whole Number of Prophecies put together, 
we have the Proof wanted from thence, and 


need enquire no farther. 
Wx are then carefully to attend to the E- 


vidence that Jeſus Chriſt brings along with 


him, his numberleſs Miracles, ſuperior and un- 
controuPd, the firſt and greateſt Evidence de- 
ſign'd for us. 


Do ve believe God and a Providence from 


Creation and Preſervation of the World by 


certain Laws, and a regular Government of 
Nature? What muſt we think, when we ſee 


all created Nature bow to and obey the bleſ- 


ſed Jeſus? When we ſee the Winds and the 
2 Waters 
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Waters executing his Orders? When we ſee 


him creating Food, and Health, and Life; 


the Angels miniſtring to him, and the De- 
vils confeſſing his ſuperior Power with Fear 
and Trembling? When he did all this, and 


no Sign given from Heaven to oppoſe this 
Almighty Power, we muſt either think that 


God was leading his Creatures into the una- 
voidable Belief of an Impoſtor, or that God 
was with ſuch-a Perſon of a truth. No leſs 
indeed does it appear from hence, than that 
the Creator of the World was come down in 
Perſon, 'and dwelt amongſt 'us. 


SUPPOSE, if we can, that Jeſus might 5 


an Impoſtor, after ſuch Evidence of Miracles 
given; Would an Impoſtor have given Teſti- 


mony in his Blood to the Authority of ſuch - - 


Things, which had they been falſe, he muſt 
certainly have known that they were ſo? 
Would God have taken off from a vile Im- 
poſtor the Curſe of Death, which for Sin 
had been inflicted on all the Sons of Adam? 
Would he have rais'd an Impoſtor from the 
Dead, and therein given the very Proof to 
him, which he had appeal'd to before his 
Death, in Teſtimony of every thing elſe he had 
ſpoken to them? Could a known Deceiver have 
procur'd his Followers ſuch a Spirit as ena- 
bled them at once to ſpeak all Languages, 
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to know Mens Hearts, and underſtand all d 


vine Knowledge? 


Ir he was an Impoſtor, he was an Impoſior 
knowing himſelf to be ſo; yet could have no 
View either preſent or future to move him to 
it; for he avoided every Offer of temporal 
Grandeur, and declared from the beginning 
that he was willing, and came on e to 
ſuffer the moſt ignominious Death. | 

THERE was no Enthuſiaſm in all his, for 
he added to ſuch Works as neyer Man did, 


ſuch Words as never Man ſpake; he ſhew'd 


that the Power, the Wiſdom, and Goodneſs 


of God, was not more in his Miracles than 


in his Doctrine. 5 
WHRaT gives vigor, and F nes nad 
| fallibility to Chriſtianity is, that it is built on 


Facts ſupported by the Evidence of our Sen- 


| ſes: Our own Senſes ſaw Human Nature vi- 


ſibly reconciPd to Divine, when God and Man 


was united in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt: 
'Our own Senſes ſaw and felt the Miracles of 
Jeſus wrought in Atteſtation of his Miſſion : 
Our Senſes gave Witnefs to the Tranſgreſſion 
taken off, when our Nature roſe again to new 
Life, and aſcended up to Heaven before our 
Eyes: And why is Human Nature already 
gone up to Heaven with Chriſt, if we are 
not capable of aſcending thither ? Here then, 
as old Simeon ſpake, do our Eyes ſee our Sal- 
vation: 
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vation: *Tis not promis'd only, but viſibly 


declar*d in our Sight: So that, upon the whole, 
if Language can declare, and our own Senſes 


make a true Report, if God can manifeſt 


himſelf to his Creatures, we have each Secu- 
rity that we are reconcil'd to God, that both 
Body: and Soul ſhall inherit an happy Immor- 


tality, if we firſt put on that Holineſs that 
the great Author of it hath taught us. 


Tux ſole Security of all our Hopes reſts 
upon the Certainty of Chriſt's Miſſion from 
the Father, upon the Terms and Promiſes 
reveaPd from God by him to us: The Char- 
ter of which is put into every Man's Hand 
in his Bible. 

BEHOL PD what aſtoniſhing Love of God 
is reach'd out to every Man that is willing 
to embrace it ! 

THz Scriptures tell us, that we are called 


to an Adoption of Children with God the 


F ather, that we are redeem'd by his Son, and 
ſanctify'd by his Spirit. 
Ix order truly to underſtand theſe great 


Benefits, let us carefully attend to what the 


Scriptures teach concerning the Divine Na- 
ture of the Son of God, and this will give 
undoubted Meaning and Certainty to all the 
reſt. I ſhall add a few Words therefore, to 
ſhew how ſome of the great Articles of our 


Faith are inſeparably connected with the Di- 
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vinity of the Son of God, and I have done: | 


Tnz 1 teach, that Chriſtians: are 
the adopted Sons of God: Behold what Love 
the Father hath beſtowd upon us, that we ſhould 
be call'd the Sons of God: That Chriſtians are 
one with Chriſt, and Chriſt with them; that 
they are Chris, and Chriſt is God's; that 
they are Members of Chriſt's Fleſh , that they 
are Sons; if Sons, then Heirs of God, and Joint 

Heirs with Chriſt : With many other Phraſes 
importing a true and proper Adoption of 
Sonſhip with Jeſus Chriſt, the Son by Nature 
to God the Father. 

Tux obvious Senſe of which js, that Chri- 
ſtians. are related to Chriſt by his Human 
Nature, as he is to the Father by the Divine; 
that they are ingrafted into the Human Na- 
ture of Chriſt, and ſo become the Sons of 
God by Adoption, thro* the Means of Chriſt, 
by his perſonal Union with the Godhead. In 
the natural Relation we have to Chriſt, is 
founded a Covenant Relation ; ſo that weare 
called Members of his myſtical Body too. 

HERE then let us obſerve, that if the 
Father hath no eternal Son by Nature, then 
the great Honour and Privilege of the A- 
doption of Children to God the Father, by 
Means of the Son, ceaſes; the very Ground 
both of the na tural, and with it the Covenant 

Relation, 


F 
Relation, is extinct: The Affection (which 
the Father bears to his own Son by Nature, 
being made the Ground and Meaſure of the 
Love he bears to us) has no Meaning in it: 


And the Scriptures, which ſeem to convey ſuen 


mighty Things to us, are not to be under. 


ſtood. 


AGAIN; I muſt believe my Redeemer to 


be God as well as Man, otherwiſe I ſhall be 


for ever puzzled to underſtand, how one who 
derives all his Powers from another, has no- 
thing in him but by Grace, (as is the Con- 


dition of every Creature) can do meritorious 
Acts, can make a true and proper Satisfa- 


ction for the Sins of the whole World. 

CAN I have Faith in a Creature which de- 
clares that he can lay down or take up Life by 
His own Power, that he is the Author of Eternal 
Salvation and Life, and can certainly ra je me 
up at the Laſt-Day. 

Bur if my Saviour be God as well as 
Man, every one can ſee Ability and Merit to 
ſatisfy, Ability and Goodneſs to beſtow 1 
and Immortality. 


Tux Meaſure of the Father's Love 1 in ac- 
Tepting the Mediation, of the Love of the Son 
too in laying down his Life for us, is ſaid to 


exceed all Knowledge; nor can the moſt ex- 
alted Affections of a thankful Heart, enough 
admire ſuch ſtupendous Love of each Perſon. 
4 And 
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And fo it is, if our Redeemer. be the eternal 
Son of God by Nature; but if he be only 
an adopted Son, as Chriſtians are to God, 
then tell me wherein conſiſts ſuch extraordi- 
nary Love of the Father, in giving up one 
Creature to ſave ſo many Millions; or of a 
Creature in laying down a Life, for a Reward 
of Honour, Worſhip, and Happineſs equal 
to God the Father. . 

A CREATURE can no more fill up che 
Senſe, the full Import of Scripture Language, 
which deſcribes the Merit, the Honour, the 
Extent of our Redemption, than he can by 
any Act become the Object of divine Adora- 
tion. And before I would pay divine Honours 


to a Creature under the Notion of a Scripture 


Command, I would reject the very Scriptures 
for that very Reaſon, becauſe they command- 
ed ſuch Worſhip, which is Idolatry. And if 
the Doctrine of * Arius ſhould ever f pread in 
the Chriſtian Church, we muſt expect that 
Deiſm will in all Places follow not long af- 
ger it. 

Ove x more; the Scriptures tell us, chat at 
our Entrance into the new. Covenant by Bap- 
tiſm, we are made over again, we are born 


— CCCRECEES 


e charge the Arians with making the Son 4 Creature, 
for they deny him to be neceſſarily exiſtent; er precarious as 
10 bis Being, therefore 4 Creature. 

| again, 
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again, we are waſh'd, we are ſanctify'd; and 
therefore ſuch new Creatures muſt have an ab- 
ſolute new Spring of Deſires, Thoughts, and 
Actions, correſpondent to their new Creation. 
Bur how ſhall we do this, who find a 
War in our Members continually warring a- 
gainſt the Law of our Duty? An Heart con- 
tinually reſiſting the Law of God. We believe 
then that this Power is not of our ſelves, but 
tis God that worketh in us, thro* our own En- 
deavours. We believe that the Spirit of God 
not only inſpir'd the Object of our Belief, bur 
can and does daily enlighten our Hearts, which 
is the Subject of it. We believe that the Spi- 
Tit which Chriſt hath procur'd for us, can give 
Life and Energy to all the Arguments of Re- 
ligion, and diſpoſe our Hearts to receive them: 
That he can heal, quicken, ſtrengthen, ſandtiſy. 
But before we can believe this, we muſt believe 


that Perſon that can do it, muſt be truly God; | 


For if it is an Act of Omnipotence to create, it 
is no leſs to regenerate, or make over again. 
No leſs Power than that which called forth 
Light at the Creation of the World, can re- 
new it in the darken'd Underſtandings of ſin- 
ful Men. It muſt be the Province of him a- 
lone, who firſt breath'd into our Noſtrils the 
Breath of Life, to reſtore it to Men dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins. The Spirit of Pride, Sen. 
_ and other wicked - Paſſions; will not 
2 yield 
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'vield to a leſs Power than that which caſt 


out Devils. Sinful Men have a Neceſſity not 
only for a Saviour to ſatisfy the Puniſhment 
due to their Sins, but to have the Pollution 
impreſs'd by Sin upon their Souls taken off, 
to have their very Nature alter'd, and indeed 
Aa Saviour that is able to procure an abiding 
Principle of Holineſs ſettled upon them. No 
Sacrifice then leſs than the Blood of Chriſt, 
ſeems able to do the one, no Power leſs than 
'the Operation of the Eternal Spirit .to do the 
other. Tis the high Dignity and Benefit then 
of the Chriſtian Vocation above all other Pro- 
feſſions in the World, that in it a true Believer 
is made Member of a Church which God hath 
purchaſed with bis own Blood; that he is made 
clean by the Eternal Spirit of God, and enti- 
tled to all the Love which can be convey'd 
under the Expectation of Children ogy by 
a moſt gracious Father. 

To them that receive Chriſt, with the Fa- 
ther given Power to become the Sons of God. 
We were born not by Blood, of the Circumciſion, 
nor of the Will of the Fleſh by carnal Deſcent, 
uor of the Will of Man by Adoption, but of God, 
thro Faith in Feſus Chriſt, 1 John xii. 13. 


| FROM what has been faid, we may learn 
what a deplorable Kind of Religion natural 


5 Religion 1 is; that it leaves us without any fix'd 
| Rule 


he's 


Rule of Morality, without Security that God 
can or will pardon our Sins under it; chat we 
cannot learn how to worſhip God, and are pre- 
ſumpruous in offering to do it: That the Deiſt 
under this Kind of Religion is liable to future 
Puniſhments, according to his own Confeſſion, 
and cannot poſſibly be entitled to one Bleſſing 
of the d to enable him to avoid it. | 


| 2 W. E may learn from what has been 

ſaid, that notwithſtanding all the mighty Boaſt 
of the Religion of Nature in this Age, yet from 
the Fall there never was any Religion without Sa- 
criſice; and that true Religion in the Church of 
God, ever ſubſiſted upon the Hopes of Man 
flowing from the poſitive Inſtitutions of God, 
upon the Principles of Faith before Chriſt, and 
muſt do ſo to the End of the World; therefore 
that mere natural Religion is no Religion for 
Sinners: So that there is good Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, when we hear ſome crying up Morality 
without Chriſtian Faith, that ſuch Men hope by 
pulling down Revelation, to deſtroy all Reli- 
gion in the World; ſo true it is, that be that 


Hhateih the Son, hateth the Father alſo; and 10 de- 


ny the Son, is to deny the Father alſo ; that he that 
abideth not in the Son, can bear no Fruit. *Tis the 
Language of the New Teſtament, that all Bleſ- 
ſings deſcend from the Father by the Son, and 
Ou alt Perſons muſt thro? the Son only, hope 
G 0 
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to aſcend to the Father; that without Faith in 
Jeſus the Son of God, there is no een, no 
Fardon of Sin, no happy Immortality. 
Lux us learn likewiſe, from what has on 


1 ad, not to be deluded with a Set of Men who 


call themſelves Chriſtians, yet ſeem to take 
much Pains in leſſening the Value of the Arti 
cles of our moſt holy Religion, giving them _ 
Name of empty dry Speculations, Parts of Re- 
ligion not neceſſary to Salvation; for we have 
ſeen in one ſingle Article, viz. our Redeemer's 
Divinity, what- Evidence it gives to our Faith, 
how it ſtrengthens every Promiſe of the Goſpel, 
and muſt, according to the Meaſure of the 
Strength it gives, raiſe up in its Profeſſors, De- 
grees and Habits of Piety: Yea, I might add, 
has laid the Foundation of ſome new Virtues in 
our holy Religion; for the Motives to a Goſpel 
_ Humility, and ſame Parts of Chriſtian Charity, 
is drawn from the great Condeſcenſion of the San 
of God in taking Human Nature, ſuffering, 
bleeding, dying for us, even when we were 
Enemies to him; all which would be loſt in the 
Belief of a Creature Saviour. And indeed the 
Notion of a Creature Saviour debaſes our Re- 
ligion into a very low Scheme, alters the Ground 
of our Hopes, confounds our Faith, and gives 
us a new Gaſpel. — : 
ABovs all, let us think it our Duty to de- 
teſt the Wickedneſs of the Scorner, whaever he 
: . „„ 
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is, that ſhall Ne to break a Jeſt upon any 
Part of the Character of our holy Redeemer. 
War remains, but that we offer up our 


higheſt Acts of Adoration, to that great and 


glorious Godhead, which in the Incarnation of 


the Second Perſon of it, has open'da new Scene of 


Glory, a more aſtoniſhing View of divine Good. 


neſs, than the whole Works of God had afford- 


ed before; I mean of pardoning, redeeming, 
and ſanctifying, where each Perſon in this glo- 


rious Godhead, has demonſtrated his Divinity 


in ſuch a diſtin Miracle of Love, as none but 
God himſelf was able to beſtow ; for the Part 
that each Divine Perſon has taken in the Re- 
demption of Man, as much exceeds all our Me- 
rit, as it does all the Powers of created Mercy 
and Goodneſs, ee 


3 in the Chriſtian Church be 0 16 
tbe Three Perſons in the glorious Godbead, 


all Honour, Glory, and Dominion, for ever 


more. Amen. 
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